
Mönchengladbach, 13. December 2007

If any of the 600 members of staff at Dörries
Scharmann Technologie GmbH (DST) falls
into difficult circumstances they will in future
be able to count on financial assistance from
a new fund announced today in
Mönchengladbach. The fund has been set up
on the occasion of the change in ownership
of the traditional machine tool company. In
October 2007 the former shareholders who,
besides Deutsche Beteiligungs AG and its
parallel fund, included former and current
DST managers, sold their shares in DST to the
Austrian company A-TEC Industries AG. They
then immediately donated a starting capital
of 250,000 euro to the Dörries Scharmann
assistance fund.

”By setting up this fund, we are expressing
our thanks to the employees of DST. They
have been very loyal to the company, during
years which, at times, were very difficult,”
said Wilken von Hodenberg, spokesman for
the board of Deutsche Beteiligungs AG,
speaking today at a works meeting. ”It’s not
just a question of banks and shareholders -
our employees have also made a considerable
contribution towards ensuring the brilliant
position in which DST finds itself today.

The fund will provide support for employees
of DST who work at the Mönchengladbach
and Bielefeld sites, and their families. ”The
fund steps in when someone gets into
personal difficulties and where state benefits
or insurance are simply not enough,”
explained Josef Otten, the Overall Works
Council Chairman of DST, adding: ”it will be
a significant contribution towards the
continued strengthening of cohesion among
our employees.”
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Dörries Scharmann assistance
fund aids employees in need

400 employees are working in the Mönchengladbach
plant

Former DST shareholders donate
250,000 euros to start off an
assistance fund
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Dr. Norbert Hennes, CEO of the DST board, stressed
that the donation from the former shareholders
was further proof of their strong commitment to
the company.

”Not least thanks to the strong financial support
by the shareholders we have managed over the
years to build up and expand a new business area
– thus equipping us very well to continue our
successful progress.”

Deutsche Beteiligungs AG and its parallel Fund III
purchased shares in DST in 1998; they took over
the company at that time, together with the then
management team of the insolvent Bremer Vulkan.
Since Deutsche Beteiligungs AG stepped in, sales
turnover at DST has increased on average by six per
cent every year. The crucial factors for strong growth
were the especially innovative products and the
fact that new markets have been opened up.

DST is a leading producer of special machine tools for
very demanding machining applications (milling, turning,
drilling, grinding) on medium and large workpieces. DST
products are deployed wherever machining tasks require
solutions at the highest level (accuracy, speed) and with
maximum efficiency. For example, in the automotive
industry (from engine hoods to ICE wheels), general
machine tool engineering (from crankshaft housings to
diesel engines) and in the aerospace industry (from
aircraft landing gears and turbines, through to structural
parts). DST is also active in the energy industry. In this
new business sector the company is benefiting from the
heavy demand for wind turbine equipment.

DST employs some 700 people, of whom some 600 are
employed at two production sites in Mönchengladbach
and Bielefeld;  a further 100 people are employed at
DST production and service companies in other countries,
including France, the UK, China and the United States
of America.

Stock-exchange quoted Deutsche Beteiligungs AG () is
one of the country’s foremost Private Equity companies
and, with over 40 years’ experience, is the oldest company
in the sector in Germany. Deutsche Beteiligungs AG
concentrates on medium-sized companies that are
market-leaders in Germany.
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Droop+Rein machine tools are produced in the
DST plant in Bielefeld.


